
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 24 October 2019] 

 p8313a-8313a 
Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Nick Goiran 

 [1] 

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING BILL 2019 

Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; 
Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) in charge of the bill. 

Clause 1: Short title — 

Committee was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: The honourable member asked a question earlier about Aboriginal health workers. 

Hon Nick Goiran: And navigators. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Yes, and navigators. If the member does not mind, can I park that issue for today? 
I am still waiting for a response. I have received a text, but it is not a fulsome text. I want to have a fulsome answer 
for the member, so I will provide an answer to that particular point when we next sit. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am very happy to park that and we can take a look at it the next time the government 
decides to bring the bill on for debate. With regard to these care navigators, whether they be Indigenous or otherwise, 
what regulation will there be around the role of these care navigators? Obviously, this bill is very specific about 
the role of medical practitioners in rolling out voluntary assisted dying or euthanasia and assisted suicide in 
Western Australia, but what type of regulation will be in place around the role of the navigators? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: As the honourable member knows, the bill does not require regulations to be made. 
It has been drafted as a comprehensive piece of legislation to operate as it is. People in the care navigator role will 
be captured by standard professional regulations, depending on the nature of their practice. How they are regulated—
small “r” regulated—will be an operational matter for the state. That will be worked out through the implementation 
process. As I alluded to earlier on, these positions will most likely be undertaken by nurses and could be undertaken 
by social workers in some instances. We alluded earlier on to provisions in the bill about coercion and other such 
stuff, and any person operating in the realms of the legislation would be captured by such proposed sections. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: In the defined terms on page 107 of the bill, which carry over to page 109, there is no 
reference to care navigators or navigators. My concern, therefore, is that these individuals will have quite a bit of 
licence with regard to their activities and interventions. I think the minister prefers the word “assistance”; there 
was some rebuttal by government about the use of the word “intervention”. Apparently, what is going on here is not 
an intervention, but some form of assistance. I see that the defined terms include “registered health practitioner”, 
“nurse practitioner” and “medical practitioner”. We as a Parliament are going to be very strict with those practitioners; 
we are going to insist that they adhere to statutory law. Yet the minister has just indicated that care navigators—
whom I have a serious concern about, because, as I said earlier, I think they are going to be expert steerers—are 
going to be subject to some unspecified standard professional obligations. Has the government given consideration 
to ensuring that care navigators are also captured by the scope of this legislation? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I am advised that the people undertaking the role of care navigator would still be 
subject to the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Act and the codes of professional conduct under 
that act. The operational guidelines and policy around these positions will be developed by the Department of 
Health, and they will be published on the website. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The minister says that in accordance with the advice he has just been given, we can be 
confident because the national law that applies to health practitioners will act as a safety net. That is in effect what 
the minister is saying. I remind the minister that he indicated earlier that the government is giving serious consideration 
to social workers being involved. Are social workers captured by that national law that the minister referred to? 

The CHAIR: Members, noting the time, I shall now report progress to the house. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders.  
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